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THE PROTESTANT F
\ITH, 


OR 


"THE ,V A Y CALLED IIERESY." 


A SERl\ION. 


ACTS xxiv. 14. 


" BUT THIS I CONFESS U!\TO THEE, THAT AFTER THE WAY WHICH 
THEY CALL HERESY, SO WORSHIP I THE GOD OF lI-lY FATHERS, 
BELIEVIXG ALL TIlIXGS WHICH ARE WRITTE
 I
 THE LAW AXD 
THE PltOPHETS." 


WIIAT a noble object is 11ere presented to 
our vie\v ! Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ, 
is arraigned at the Ronlan bar; he is accused 
of turbulence, seùition, and schism; a D1ul- 
titude of J e\vs "of the baser sort" vehenlent1 y 
accuse him; Tertullus, an eloquent and dis- 
tinguished orator, is engaged to plead against 
him; and his judge is one of those \"ho "care 
for none of these things :"-under these try- 
ing circUlnstances, behold the ser\.an t of the 
Lord, ,vith ,,,hat dignity and COll1posure he 
enters on his defence! Ha\?ing courteously 
addressed the Ron1an governor, he solelunly 
J3 
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denies the charges of sedition and turbulence 
alleged against him: "They neither found 
me in the temple disputing with any man, 
neither raising up the people, neither in the 
synagogues, nor in the city; neither can they 
prove the things \vhereof they now accuse 
nle." "But," he adds, "this I confess unto 
thee, that after the ,yay \vhich they call 
heresy, so \vorship I the God of my fathers, 
believing all things \vhich are \vritten in the 
La\v and the Prophets !" 
This confession of the apostle's faith, ap- 
pears to comprehend all the essential truths 
of Christianity; and it \vill be my endeavour, 
on this occasion, to sho\v that the very po- 
sition in \vhicll the pure and refoflned part 
of the Church of Christ stands at this lTIO- 
rnent, \vith respect to the great apostacy of 
R01l1e, is here described ,,,ith singular felicity; 
to prove that ours is the ANCIENT ,v A Y, and 
the SCRIPTURAL 'VA Y; that it is neverthe- 
less esteen1ed, by the Churcll of Rome, to 
be "THE \V A Y CALLED HERESY;" and that it 
is in defence of " THIS ,V A y" that our Pro- 
testant Brethren in Ireland, both laity anù 
clergy, are no\v suffering. 
l\lay \ve be enabled to pursue this enquiry 
\vith the n1oùeration befitting the irrlportance 
of the suhject; and ,,'.hile \ve "earnestly 
contend for the faith once delivered to the 
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saints," and are " ready al \va ys to give an 
ans\\'er to every man that asketh us a reason 
of the hope tÌlat is in us," nlay \ve ever do 
. . ' ''1 
It "I
 l\IEEKNESS AND FEAR. 
I. LET US CONSIDER THE DISTINGUISHING 
CIL\RACTERISTICS OF THE PROTESTANT FAITH. 
T\\
o of them are suggested by the text, viz. : 
its ANTIQUITY-" 'Ve \yorship the God of our 
father5;" and, ITS SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY- 
" 'Ve belie\.e aU things \vhich are \vritten in 
the La\v and the Prophets." 
(1.) ,THE PROTEST ANT FAITH IS THE A
CIENT 
FAITH OF THE PRI
IITIVE CHURCH. It ,vas a 
charge frequently alleged against our blessed 
Lord himself, and his apostles, that their 
doctrines tended to the overthro\v of the 
ancient faith, and that their religion \vas a 
ne\\" religion, contrary to the la\v of l\ioses, 
and calculated to lead 111en a\vay from the 
Lord God of their fathers. In reply to this 
it \vas, that Jesus said, " Think not that I ant 
come to destroy the Law, or the Prophets; I 
am not come to destroy, but to fulfil. 2" He 
s\vept a\vay, indeed, \vith an unsparing hand, 
the "vain traditions" by \"hich the rabbies 
ha
l "nlade the law of God of none effect ;" 
but the dispensation \vhich he came to in- 
troduce, ,vas only the perfection of that ,vhich 


1 1 Petor iii. 1.5. 


2 
,lattho,\
 v. 17. 


B2 
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it \vas about to supersede. In like manner, 
St. Paul declares, "That he taught none other 
things than those \vhich the prophets and 
J\tIoses did say should come. "1 The religion 
of Jesus, though in some respects ne\v, ,vas 
not opposed to that \vhich \vent before it; 
but Christianity was' the fulness and perfec- 
tion of Judaism. 
The pastors of the Roman Church, in this 
respect, resemble the expounders of the la'rtv 
in the days of our Lord; they are \vont to 
assume for their creed undoubted antiquity, 
and to beguile the unlearned and sinlple \vith 
the idea that theirs is the ancient faith, and 
ours a novel opinion, and one that had no 
existence before the tilDe of Luther and the 
Reformation. Could this be established, \ve 
should be convicted of innovation and heresy, 
and \ve should be cut off from all claim to 
apostolic authority. Often as this assertion 
has been refuted it is re-asserted \vith all con- 
fidence, and can be filet only by renewed 
protestation. That most of the tenets of 
Romanism against \vhich \ve protest, \vere 
the offspring of the middle or dark ages, and 
that some were added in times even more 
modern than those, nlight be shown from 
ecclesiastical history. But for us, it is enough 


I Acts xxvi. 22, 23. 
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that the erroneous doctrines of the }{oman 
Church are not to be found in holy scripture; 
this alone is a sufficient proof that tbey ,vere 
not taught by our Lord and his apostles. 
For he nlust be credulous indeed, ,\'ho can 
believe that the inspired ,vriters could have 
been silent upon so many points of such great 
importance, if they believed them; and that 
the inspired ,vriters are either silent respecting 
the distinguishing tenets of Romanism, or that 
they bear a strong and decided testimony 
against them, is obvious, and may easily be 
proved. The doctrines ,vhich "'e hold are 
derived immediately from our Lord himself, 
or from the ,vritings of his apostles; the 
peculiar tenets of Romanism, ,vere taught and 
received after the canon of scripture \vas closed, 
and its \vriters \vere deceased; it follo\vs, of ne- 
cessity, that the faith \ve profess is the primitive 
faith, and that lTIOst agreeable to the ,vord of 
God. Our doctrines and discipline are not 
innovations; they are as old as Christianity 
itself. Our enlightened ancestors rejected 
indeed those U traditions of men" \\,hich nlade 
" the ,vord of God of none effect," and s\vept 
a\vay those superstitions ,vhich defaced the 
yenerable structure of the Church; but all 
that \"as found in her according to the revealed 
\vill of God remains, even as it ,vas in the apos- 
tolic times. 'Ve arc not "setters forth of 
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strange gods," \re \vor
hip "the God of our 
fathers." 
These positions \viII be further established, 
by considering lllore attenti\.ely (2.) THE 
OTHER DISTINGUISIII
G CHARACTER OF PRO- 
TEST A
TISl\I, AND ITS PECULIAR GLORY; VJz.: 
. 
TIIA T THE \VRITTEN 'VORD OF GOD IS OUR O
L y 
INFALLiBLE GUIDE IN 
IATTERS OF F_\ITH. 1 In 
this \ve follo\v the :steps of the noble confessor 
in the text-" 'VE BELIEVE ALL TI-IINGS 'VHICI-I 
ARE 'VRITTE
 I
 THE LA 'v AND THE PROPIIETS;" 
a declaration fro111 ,vhich it nlay be justly in- 
terred that he believed nothing nlore. It is 
unnecessary here to pro\
e a point adn1Ïtted 
by all-that the old and ne\v testanlents are 
to us \v hat the "la \v and the prophets" ".ere 
to St. Paul; the ROlnan Church, in conlnlon 
,vith our o\vn, holds the inspiration of the 
,rhole \yord of God. 'Ve deduce from this 
adnlission, our fundanlental principle--THA T 
THE BIBLE AND THE BIBLE ALONE IS TIlE RULE 
OF OUR :FAITH. Hence \Vß see at once a reason 
assigned for our denial of nlany of the doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome; ".e do not 
believe then}, simply because \ve do not find 
them in holy scripture. "Holy scripture," 


J The Roman Cll urch holds that her traditions are to be 
received with equal reverence as the WRITTEN inspired scrip- 
tures. "PARI VE
ERATIO
IS, PARI PIETATIS AFFECTU." 
Council of T1'cnt, Dc Canon. Script. 
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saith our Church, in her sixth article, " con- 
taineth all things necessary to salvation; so 
that \vhatsoever is not read therein, nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be required 
of any man, that it should be believed as 
an article of faith, or be thought requisite 
or necessary to salvation." Let us bring 
to this test some of the lTIOst popular doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome: she holds, for 
instance, the efficacy of THE I
TERCESSION 
OF DEPARTED SAINTS, AND PRAYS TO THEl\I FOR 
THEIR l\IEDIA TION \VITH GOD I
 OUR FAVOUR. 
In her daily liturgies, and in her occasional 
services, she teaches her people to pray after 
this nlanner: "Holy Mary, holy Abel, all )Te 
choirs of the just, holy Abrahanl-all .re 
11ol.y bishops and confessors, &c.-all .ye 
HOLY l\IO
KS AND HER:\IITS-all ye I-IOLY 
VIRGINS AND \VIDO\VS, PRAY FOR US 1"1 N o\V, 
\vithout expressing any other opinion respect- 
ing them, \ve cannot join in such prayers as 
these, sin1ply because \ve cannot find in the 
,vord of God one instance of such petitions, 
or of similar ones. On one or t\VO occasions 
,ve read that good men, as Daniel and Saint 
John, \vhen they sa\v a vision of an angeJ, 
overCOllle \vith a\ve, fell do\vn to \yorship hin}; 
but \vhat said the angel to St. John-" SEE 


J This is an extract from the }{oman Scnice, "\V hen a 
soul is departing." 
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TIIOU DO IT NOT; for I am thy FELLO'V SEH. 
VANT, and of thy brethren the prophets, and 
of then} "7 hich keep the sayings of this book; 
"
ORSHIP GOD 1"1 And if \ve n1ust not pray 
to nor \vorship an angel, \ve cannot think it 
la\vful to pray to the spirits of departed nlen 
and ,vornen. Beside
, \ve find that this nlul- 
tiplicity of intercessors is directl}7 opposed to 
a plain text of scripture-" There is one God, 
and O
E l\IEDIATOR bet\veen God and nlen, the 
man Christ Jesus."2 He liveth, \ve are told, 
expressly for this ,york, and to fulfil this office; 
"HE EVER LIVETH TO 
IAKE I
TERCESSIO
 FOR 
us." 3 'Ve judge, therefore, that \ve need no 
other intercessor. 
For the same reason it is that \ve cannot 
invoke the blessed Virgin J\;lary as "THE 
lVloTHER OF GOD," and" THE QUEEN OF HEA- 
VEN," nor hold her in that re\-erence that tlle 
Romanists do; for not only do \ve find no 
trace of such ,vorship in scripture, but on one 
occasion in palticular, our Lord seemed to 
leave on record a special corrective for such 
an error. . 'Vhen a certain ,vornan, in the 
company \vho \vere listening to our Lord, 
charmed \vith the gracious \vords which he 
spake, exclaimed, " Blessed is the wonlb that 
bare thee, and the paps ,vhich thou hast 



 Rev. xxii. 9. 
 I Tilll0tllY ii. 5. 

 Heb. vii. 25-aIso Rom. viii. 34. 
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sucked," he replied-" Yea, RATHER BLESSED 
are they that hear the ,vord of God and keep 
it."i lntin]ating that a spiritual perception 
of his doctrine \vas nlore excellent, and more 
to be prized than the mere circumstance of 
being his virgin mother. 2 
The doctrine of the Church of Rome re- 
specting the 
acramcnt of the Lord's supper 
\ve like\vise reject upon the san1e principle. 
Before she ,,-in grant them absolution she 
teaches her children to confess,- 


" That in tlJe mass there is offered to God a true, proper, 
and propitiatory sacrifice for tlw living and the dead. And 
that in the most holy sacrament of the Eucharist there is 
truly, really and substantially the body anll blood, together 
with the soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ; and that 
there is made a conversion of the whole substance of the bread 
into the body, and of the whole substance of the wine into 
tlJe blood; \vhich conversion the Catholic Church calls tran- 
substantiation. I also confess that under either kind alone 
Christ is received whole and entire, and a true sa,crament." I 


,V e protest against all this, not Inerel y as 
contrary to reason and the evidence of our 
senses, (tests to \vhich all the sensible mira- 
cles of our Lord, and even the certainty of his 
resurrection, \vere ever subjected,) but as des- 
titute of all scriptural authority, and inyolving 
a denial of the great fundamental truth of 


J Luke xi. 27, 2
. 2 See also J\Iark iii. 31-35. 
3 Ordo Administrandi bacramenta, et alia l{uædmu officia, 
&c. DuLlin, authenticated by Abp. Tro

, 1
2u. 
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Christianity, that there \vas but ONE SACRIFICE 
for sins O:r\CE OFFERED; but here is a per- 
petual sacrifice continually offered in the 
Church of ROllle! Then that ,yould be true 
\vhich the apostle expressly denies-" Then 
rnusthe often have suffered since the foundation 
of the \vorld-but no\v O
CE, in the end of the 
,rorld hath he appeared to put a\yay sin by 
the sacrifice of hinlself
 so Christ \vas once 
offered to bear the sins of lllanv." And 
eI 
again the apostle says, " the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ \vas ONCE FOR ALL !"1 
As \ve need not ITlany mediators, neither do 
,ve find in scripture more than one sacrifice. 
And \\'ho can deny that" TIlE ELEVATION OF THE 
HOST," the uplifting of the consecratpd \yafer, 
said to contain the " DIVINITY OF CIIRIST," 
and before \vhich the faithful are required to 
bo\v do\vn and prostrate thenlsplves, amounts 
to the sin denounced by l\1:oses, "Thou 
halt 
n,
t bo\v do\vn thyself to them nor serve thenl."2 
l\lany other points of faith in the Roman 
Church are equally destitute of scriptural 
foundation. rrhe assu111ed universal sllpre- 
nlacy of tbe R0111an Pontiff, the Pope, has no 
basis in scripture, nor in any authority derived 
fronl the apostles. If \ve \\'ere to adnlit that our 
Lord entrusted the" Keys" to St. Peter, \yith 


J lleb. ix. 25-2
, al1l1 x. 10. 


: Exodus xx. 5 
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the intention of investing hin) ,vith superiority 
over the other apostles, (a superiority ,,,hich 
he ne\yer clainlcd nor exercised) proof ,vould 
still be entirely ,vanting that he ,vas e\7er 
Bishop of Rome, and indeed it appears ques- 
tionable ,,"hether he ever ,vere at l{orne, or in 
any \\"ay connected \vith the Church of Rome. 
The uni\gersal supremacy of the Bishop of 
Ronle is a llJere anlbitious assu111ption, and has 
no \varrant fronl scripture. 
THE CELIBACY OF THE CLERGY is another 
tenet of the Roman apostacy, totally opposed 
to the ,,,"ord of God; a tenet that has contri- 
buted nlore than any other to se

er the bonds 
of society, and to pronlote licentiousness. 'Ve 
have the authority of tbe sacred history for 
stating that St. I
eter hinlself ,vas a married 
Ulan, and that St. Paul, ,,,hile under some 
circurl1stances he reco111mends t he single state 
(not to the clergy in particular, but to all,) 
clain}s for himself the la\\ fulness of 111arriage. 1 
And it is further predicteù in the ir ..spired 
volunle that this dogma of the l{omi
h 
Church should be one Irark of its apostacy; 


1 Compare l\Iatt. viii. 14.-Luke iv. 38.-1 Cor. vii. 26 to 
40; and 1llore particularly 1 Cor. ix, 5, 6; frOln which it 
appears that Cephas, or Peter, took his \vifû \dth })im on l1Ïs 
apostolic journies. Also 1 Tim. iii. 2, 4, I I, 1
. 'Yhere tbe 
character and duties of the 'VIVES and FA:\IILIES of bishops 
and deacons are stated at length. 
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" Forbidding to marry and commanding to 
abstain from meats. 1 
The whole system of AURICULAR CONFESSION, 
and individual absolution by a priest, is des- 
titute of scriptural foundation. '" e are en- 
joined " to confess our faults one to another ;" 
l)ut confession to a priest, and absolution from 
him as necessary to forgiveness, is no \vhere 
mentioned in scripture. 2 Who can forgive sins 
but God only? Time and space forbid tbe enu- 
meration of Dlany other tenets of the Homan 
Church equally as unscriptural. Such is that 
of purgatory, or expiatory torture in the 
separate state; for \vhich \ve look in vain in 
scripture. The immediate and eternal hap- 
piness or misery of the soul of man, on the 
instant of its separation fron1 the body is a 
truth taught in innunlerable passages of the 
,vord of God. 3 Neither can \ve recei ve the 
doctrine of the infallibility of the Church 
until it is presented to us in God's holy 
,vord. Peter himself eJ. red, and St. Paul 
,vithstood hilll to the face, because he ,vas to 


I 1 Tim. iv. 1-3. 


2 St. Jolln says, "If any man sin, 'we have an advocate 
\vith the Father, Jesus Christ;" (1 John ii. 1.) but he 
aJ-s 
nothing of confession. 
3 Eccles. xii. 7-1\latt. xxii. 23 to 33-Luke :xvi. 
O and 
xxiii. 43--ROlll. viii. 38-2 Cor. v. I to H-EpJJCs. iii. 15- 
1 'l'hcss. v. 10- PlJil. i. 21 to 23 -lIeb. Àii. I to :!-l. 
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be blamed. 1 InfaJlibility is no ,,,,here clainled 
by the Church in scripture. 
Seeing then that for so many of the doc- 
trines of RomanislTI there is no authority in 
the divine records, the policy of that Church 
in \vithholding the scriptures from general 
circulation is manifest; a policy \v hich has 
uniformly been adopted in countries ,vhere 
the Church of Rome is dominant. But upon 
those scriptures of God \ve take our stand, 
and claim our right to reject " any doctrine 
that is not contained therein, nor can be 
proved thereby." 
"That then is the Protestant faith? I t is 
the religion of the BIBLE, and of the BIBLE 
ALO
E. Here is the foundation of our faith. 
Are \ve asked, as nlembers of that branch 
of the Catholic or universal Church established 
in these realms, ,,,hat is our faith? 'Ve point 
to her articles, her creeds, her simple, an- 
tie nt, and devout liturgies, and her autho- 
rized h01l1ilies; and \ve say, here is the 
EXPOSITIO
 of our faith! In matters indiffer- 
ent, or upon points unrevealed, ,ve scruple 
not to receive the assistance of tradition, or 
antient usages, and \ve cheerfully bo\v in such 
things to the discipline and authority of our 
Church. But \ve receive nothing as" an article 



 Gal. Ïi. 11. 
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of faith," which is not contained in scripture. 
But is the question put to us as Protestants 
at large? 'Ve return to tbe position, tbat 
"the bible, and the bible alone, is the religion 
of Protestants." Upon tbe granù funda- 
nlenta] tenets of our COUlmon faith, all \vho 
ha\?e separated [ronl- the Church of Ronle, 
,vith the single exception of one small sect, 
are agreed. 
It \vould be a fruitless attenlpt to compress 
into one small division of a discourse, even an 
outline of those blessed and glorious truths in 
the belief of \vhich our comnlon salvation con- 
sists. The ruined state of nlan by the 
all- 
salvation through the perfect and suflicient 
sacrifice and satisfaction of the incarnate Deity 
-the rene\val and sanctification of the soul 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit -the 
certain hope of the belie\?er in the hour of death 
and in the day of judgnlent-the resurrection of 
the dead-and the glorious consumulation of 
all things, at the second coming of our great 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ, \vhen the 
mystery of the Trinity in Unity, and all other 
ID)Tsteries \viII be unfolded to us, and "\ve 
shall kno\v even as also we are kno\vn"--these 
are some of those truths in which all are 
agreed \vho receive the hoJy scripture as the 
only infallible rule of faith. May these and 
such like truths beconle daily nlore precious 
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to our hearts, and nlore influential on our 
Ii '.éS; that \",e 111ay be found \\'alking in therrl 
as those should \valk "\" ho believe all things 
that are \vritten in the La\v and the Prophets/' 
But I proceed to sho\v, II. THAT THIS IS 
THE 'YAY CALLED HERESY BY THE CHURCH OF 
ROl\IE, AND THAT IT IS IN DEFENCE OF THIS 'YAY 
TH
\T THE CLERGY OF IREL...\.ND ARE NO'V SUF- 
FERI
G. It is a fact not nlore startling than 
true, that the Church of Rome esteems as 
heretics all baptized persons \vho separate 
from her cOffilllunion; all, indeed, \vho ques- 
tion the decrees of a general council sanc- 
tioned by the pope, are heretics; under ,,,hicll 
denomination therefore the \\ hole Church 
of England ,vith her dignitaries, h
r arch- 
bishops, bishops, clergy, and people are com- 
prised ! 
Great].y indeed may the Church of 110n18 
congratulate herself upon the fatal delusion 
in \vhich too many persons \vho still call them- 
selves Protestants are in,.ol,.ed; lanlentably 
are they fallen frolTI the principles of their 
forefathers! They are beguiled into the per- 
suasion that Romanisnl is no longer \" hat 
it once ,vas, that its severer features are 
softened do\vn, that it bears not no\\r that 
stern inlperious character \vith ,vhich it is in- 
yested in history . Nay, there are not a fe\v 
persons ,vho conceive that the differences be- 
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t\veen the churches are neither many nor in1- 
portant! But ,vhat a reflection is thus cast 
upon the memory of those sainted men \vho 
freely shed their blood in defence of the Pro- 
testant faith! '''hat \veakness and folly did 
they discover, (though not a few of them 
\yere an10ng the 111òst learned and excellent 
men of their day,) if they suffered at the hands 
, of Popery bonds, imprisonn1ents, tortures, and 
death, in defence of l\IERE 1\1 A TTERS OF OPI- 
NION,lXO
-ESSENTIALS A
D 
IINOR DIFFERENCES! 
It is to be feared that they who thus speak 
and think of the defenders of the faith "Tould 
not shed one drop of their o\vn blood in de- 
fence of any thing \vhich they call religion! 
But \vhatever delusions may prevail among 
Protestants upon this subject, the unaltered, 
and unalterable bearing of the Roman Church 
to\vards heretics, (and all Protestants are he- 
retics in her eyes,) is capable of incontro- 
vertible proof. Uniformity of practice may 
justly lead us to suspeLt uniformity of prin- 
ciple. Had the cruel discipline of that 
Church-the horrors of its inquisition-its 
auto da fè, and the tortures of its unhappy 
victims been confined to one age or nation, 
charity might haye led us to hope that they, 
rather than the Church herself, ,vere to be 
condemned, ,vho so rigorously carried her 
la\vs into effect. One age-one nation- 
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one governn1ent n1Ïght be cruel and vin- 
dictive, and the flanlcs of persecution nlight 
be kindled by local circunlstances, or the 
spirit of the tilDes. But this mode of rea- 
soning is \vholly inapplicable to the case 
before us. \Vherever the power of thp 
ROlnan Church has been dominant, and 
expediency has permitted, its practice has 
been unifornl; \vhether its la\vs have been 
dispensed by Spaniards, or Portuguese, by 
Frenchn1en, Irishmen, or Englishmen; \vbe- 
ther the offenders against its decrees \vere 
found in Germany, or in South America-in 
the vallies of the Appenines, or on the plains 
of India-one mode has been pursued, and 
one systenl adopted; the groans of the suf... 
ferers in the dungeons at 
ladrid have been 
echoed back fronl the plains of India by their 
fello\v capti\ges in the ecclesiastical prisons at 
Goa! Through succeeding centuries, in coun- 
tries \videl y distant, anlong people of diflèrent 
11abits and pursuits, every where and al\vays, 
HERESY has so been dealt \vith by the Roman 
Church, except ".here its a\-enging arln has 
been stayed by the civilla\vs of nations, or 
the exercise of its power has been \vithhelù 
ùy considerations of expediency! This ,,:ide 
extending consistency of practice infer
 SOllIe 
po\verful unifornlity of principle. 
But before I adduce c\.idence that such a 


c 
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principle is inherent in the authorized system 
of the ROluan Church, let Iue express nlY 
conviction that nlany of her nlenlLers, espe- 
cially in this country, have no fello,vship with 
her in this Blatter. I anl even \villing to in- 
dulge the hope that some English Ronlan 
Catholics (1 call then1 so in courtesy, and not 
as giving sanction to the phrase,) do not be- 
lieve the real doctrines of their o\vn church, 
nor are convinced of her anti-social and per- 
secuting spirit. 'Ve cannot too carefully se- 
parate the system from the persons \vho are 
under its influence; of the former \ve can 
hardly speak too severely, to the latter \ve 
should ever extend the hand of charity and 
... 
kindness. 
A \vriter/ accredited by the authority of the 
Ron1an hierarchy of Ireland, thus states the 
doctrine of his Church with respect to heretics. 


"Heretics, that are known to be such, are INFAMOUS for 
this very cause itself, and are deprived of Christian burial." 
" Their GOODS are for this very cause itself to be seized. 
They are also just1JT afflicted with other CORPORAL PUNISH- 
MENTS AS 'VITH TRANSPORTATION, IMPRISONMENT," &c. 
" Are heretics justJy punished with DEATH ?" 
" St. Thomas answers 22 quest. 11. art. 3. in corp. \TES 
-BECAUSE FOR(
ERS OF l\lOXEY OR OTHER DISTURBERS OF 


I Peter Dens, whose elaborate \\Tork' has for several years 
been made the authorized class book of the Irish priests at 
their annual conferences. This point is established beyond 
controrersy, by references to the work in the" Priests' Di- 
rectories," published annually in that country. 
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THE STATE ARE JUSTLY PU
ISnED "ITH DEATH, THEREFORE 
ALSO IIEHETJCS WHO ARE FORGERS OF THE F.-\ITU, AXD AS 
J.
XPERIEXCE TESTIFIES, GRIEVOUSLY DISTURB TIlE STATE." 
u This i3 confirmcd, because God in the Old Testament 
onlûred the false Prophets to be slain; and in Deut. chap. 
xdi. v. 12, itis DECREED THAT IF A
Y OXE WILL ACT PROUDLY 
ASD ""ILL XOT OBEY THE COl\J
JAXDS OF THE PRIEST, LET HIM 
BE PUT TO DEATH. See also the 18th {"hap." 
"THE SA:\tE IS PROVED FROM THE COXDEl\I
ATIOX OF 
THE 14th ARTICLE OF JOIIS Russ, l
 THE COUNCIL OF 
COXSTAXCE." 


The decrees of the Council of Trent and 
the Council of Constance, confirmed by the 
Pope, inculcate the san1e principle, and enact 
that if any reject then1 they are to be dealt 
\vith themselves as heretics. Lest it should 
still be urged that these decrees are obsolete, 
and not in force, \ve have more recent evidence 
that the principles of the n10dern Church of 
ROtne are still the saine. In the Papal bull 
"UXIGENITUS," \,,-hieh \vas admitted by the 
Ran1an bishops in the year 1825, to be still 
in force in Ireland, \ve find the folJo\\'ing 
passage: 


" 'Ve command, luoreover, the tenerable brothers, pa- 
triarchs, archLi
hops, and bishops, and other oròinaries of 
places, ALSO THE IXQUblTORS 01:< HERETICAL PRAVJTV, that 
they by all means COERCE AXD COMPEL ALL COSTIL-\DICTORS 
A
D REBELS WHATSOEVER by the ('EXSURES AXD PEXALTIES 
AFORES.\ID, AND OTHER UEJIEDIES OF THE LAW, and ever 
invoking, if neJtl be, THE AID OF TUE SECULAR ARM." 


And to produce only one lTIOre instance of 
the real spirit of I{0111anisn1, I sul
oin the 
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follo\ving extnict frorn the !>ope':oj Encyclica] 
Letter, published in the Laity's Directory for 
1833. 


II ,,, e speak, venerable brethren, of \vhat our eyes ha,.e 
\vihlessed, and what ha
 caused our tears to flo\,"-of vice 
unchecked, abomination encouraged, and wickedne
s unre- 
!Strained, from \vhieh ponnted fGunts that indifference flows 
,vhich has created doctrines or rather ravings in favou r of 
LIRERTY OF COSSC'IEXCE, frOlTI which MOST PESTILEXTIAL 
ERROR, a course has been opened to overturn the institutions 
and the influence of the Church-hence has increa
ed that 
pest nlost to be dreaded, LIBERTY OF OPIXION, and hither 
tends that worst and never to be sufficiently detested LIBERTY 
OF THE PRESS for which some contend! !" 


All the la\vs, canons, and decrees of the 
Church of Rome, speak the sanle language 
on this subject; hUfilane I
DIVIDUALS nlay 
express their abhorrence of such sentiments; 
bodies of lnen, sections of the Church of 
Rome itself, na}T, many of its dignitaries, 
Inay abjure then), and 111ay protest that they 
ha\.e never acted upon them, nor ever \viII 
enforce them ;-and yet all this ,vill not 
avail to give the discerning Protestant the 
smallest security for his liberty. his pro- 
perty, or his life; for as long as these in- 
tolerant decrees remain on the statute book 
of a Church that assumes infallibility, it is 
evident they l11ay at any tinle be revived. 
Herein is the great difficulty of Romanism! 
If she ,viII clear herself of the foul charge of 
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cruelty and illtolerallce, 
he nlust pronounce 
herself FALLIBLE; but if she retain her I
- 
l;'ALLIßILITY, guilt of no doubtful hue is 
stamped upon her bro\v; and she is presented 
to us, and to our children, in the year 1835, 
ill the saIne i111IDutable, inlplacable character, 
as \vhen she rose up fresh frOlll the slaughter 
of the Lollards, of the Vaudois, or of the 
,'ictiolS of St. Bartholo111e\v.'s day! And for 
,,,hat purpose òo I say these things? To ex- 
asperate you against your fello\v subjects, and 
ft'llo\v countrymen? God forbid. I have 
already endeavoured to separate THE
I from 
the system in \vhich they are entangled. IVI y 
sinlple object, prayer, and desire is to a\vaken 
the lllinds of IJrotestants to a sense of their 
danger in the present crisis-to a
"nl thenl 
\\'ith the s\\'ord of the Spirit, \vhich is the 
,,'ord of God-to expose tbe folly and danger 
of latitudinarian sentirnents, and to exhibit 
to all, the real doctrines of the Church of 
Ronle. 
I proceed nO\\t , LASTLY, to she\v 'you TH.\. T 
IT IS BENEATH THE BLIGHTIXG IXFLUE
cE OF 
THE PAPAL PO'YER, THAT OUR BRETHRE
 I
 
IRELAXD, nOTlI LAITY AND CLERGY, ARE 
O'V 
SUl?FERIXG. I say LAITY as ,veIl as CLERGY; 
for ho\v many Irish Protestants ha're of late 
Jears expatriated themsel,'es, and have sought 
more peaceful homes in our distant co]onics, 
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driven from the land of their fathers by the 
anti-social and persecuting systeu1 \vhich pre- 
vails! And those \vhom they have left behincl 
then}, already begin to feel, and probably ,,,ill 
yet feel more keenly, that the pastors of their 
pure and reformeJ Church, are not the only 
sufferers in the cause of their religion. But it 
is to the sufferings of the Protestant Clergy in 
Ireland, that our attention is at present chiefl.y 
directed; sufferings real and acute, and as dis- 
tressing as any that can \vell befal any body 
of Christian ministers. I nlight here appeal 
to your feelings-I nlight enumerate nlany 
,veIl authenticated instances of cruel per- 
secution, endured ,,'ith exemplary patience 
-I 111ight tell of families reduced from affiu- 
ence to absolute penury, I could speak of some 
of our brethren \vho have fallen by the stroke 
of the assassin, and of 111any \vho have been 
compelled to flee for their Ii yes to th:s 
country. But these cases are no\v fanliliar 
to the pubìic; and I \vould rather appeal 
to your principles and your consciences than 
to your feelings. 1 \\Tould remind you of tbe 
true and only cause of all these things; OUR 
BRETHREN ARE l\IARTYRS IN THE CAUSE OF PRO- 
TESTANT TRUTH. Think not that these e\'ils 
arise chiefly from political causes; the outcry 
against tithes Il1ay be raised by designing 
filen, national prejudices UHIY be awakened, 
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anti-English feelings Inay be culti\'atcù, but 
the spirit that directs the storn1 is I{ol1lanisIl1 ; 
and the offence of \vhich these suf1èrers are 
guilty in her eyes is HERESY, and the pro- 
n10tion of HERESY! 
'VhiJe the Protestant Church of Ireland 
slumbered and slept, " The strong Ulan arlued 
kept his palace, anù his goods \vere in peace;H 
bu t no\v she has aroused herself, her ministers 
preach the gospel far and ,vide; scriptu ral 
schools have arisen in vast numbers; the pure 
,vord of God is circulated extensively, the pea- 
santry '''ILL read it; they 'VILL send their 
children by hundreds and thousands to bible 
schools, and not a fe\v of the deluded sons 
and daughters of superstition have elnbraced 
the reforn1ed religion; the fact is established, 
that the principles of Protestantisn1 are on 
the ad\'ance in Ireland! and hence the lllea- 
sures 110\V adopted by the priesthood, to 
d ri ve out the Protestant clergy of Ireland, by 
the slo\v process of starv'ation, and so to ex- 
tirpate heresy by banishing its chief promo- 
ters. The conflict in our 
ister country is be- 
t\veen light and darkness, truth and error, 
bet\veen liberty of conscience and spiritual 
thraldoln. These men are fighting our bat- 
tles, and suffering in the sanle holy cause in 
defence of \vhich so many of our forefathers 
v 
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hIed anll dieù. ...
nd shaH \\'e then desert 
thenl? They seek our synlpathy-shall ,\rc 
\vitbhold it ! They look to England and ask, 
" '\Tho is on the Lord's side, \vbo?" Shall 
there not be 111any to ans\ver? They are con- 
strained to ask our .AL
IS, shall \ve leave thelll 
to perish? Is not the time no\v COlne \\.hen 
everyone anlong us, \vho is capable of dis- 
cerning truth fronl error, and liberty 6.0111 
oppression, should stand forth, and \vith the 
apostle 1l1ake his public declaration-" This I 
confess, that after the way \vhich they call 
heresy, so \vorship I the God of my fathers !" 
And ho\v can \ve do this lllore appropriately, 
than by adding our Danles to those of the 
thousands \vhich have already appeared in 
every place, in support of this Christian cause. 
Fin all)'", brethren, I pray you examine the 
foundations of your faith-press more closely 
to your bosom the precious truths of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ-see to it, that your Ii \Tes 
bear evidence to the sincerity of your pro- 
fession
pity and pray for those \vho are 
deluded by error-harbour no unkindly 
feeling to\vards then1-but let no false charity 
beguile you into the fatal delusions \vhich 
prevail upon this subject. Acquaint 
your- 
selves \vith the real tenets of Romanisl11- 
read its authenticated publications-believe 
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the unifonn te
tilnony of history, and you will 
disco\.er lhat it i
, as a s}
tem, A
TI-SOCIAL 
-A:\TI-SCHIPTURAL, A
D A
TI-CHRISTL\
- 
and I pray God to avert its ascendancy in 
these realn1s ! 


FIXIS. 


c; ct'

J'iGIU\f. 
CRRO:\l.;U: VI't"ll:I:., CUELTE:\IIHI. 
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